East Isles Residents Association 




     Board of Directors


Minutes of the Board of Directors

Tuesday July 7th, 2009

7 ~ 9 p.m.

Grace Trinity Church

Our Website is:  

http://eastisles.org

We are updating our email distribution records:  Please help us collect your email address
Everyone is welcome at our neighborhood meetings; you do not have to be a registered “member” to participate.  If you would like to become a member, please send an email to:     Michael.Tkach@gmail.com

 A quorum was present, and the meeting was opened by President Nancy Johnston.

Attending:   Nancy Johnston, Mark Lofstrom, Peter Levine, Michael T’Kach, Rosita Acosta, Rose Matthys, Jerome Ryan, Ginna Portman Amis, Karen Carney, Sue Durfee, Harvey Ettinger
Guests:  Representatives from the ‘duplex restaurant and wine bar’, the New Uptown Diner, and the  5th Precinct Police Dept’s Crime Specialist Chelsea Adams.
The minutes of the last meeting of the East Isle Resident’s Association (EIRA) board of directors had been approved by the Board, online.   
Announcements: 
President Johnston read into the record our neighborhood announcements:

· Uptown Art Fair is on August  7,  8, and 9th. 
· A public hearing will be held on July 13 at the City’s Planning Commission for the development at Knox Ave and Lake Street. 
· Walker Public Library will have  July 11th and July 16th (6:30p) meetings to discuss plans for a new library.

· A Southwest Corridor LRT Meeting is planned for July 29th (call for details at 612/785-5655).  
· National Night Out is August 4th – start planning!


TREASURER’S REPORT, Peter Levine, EIRA Treasurer, presented the financial report.  Our balance as of 06/30/09 is $3281.  It reflects cash from ticket sales at the Wine Tasting Fundraiser (about $925.)  Revenues and expenses since the last report were listed as well.  Savings account balance:  $2,901.  CD invested at $7,085.  NRP Account balance is $3,247.  A motion to accept the Treasurer’s report was made, seconded and passed.

Kenwood School Corner Post signage:

A motion was made to allow our East Isles Resident's Association (EIRA) name to be added to the four sided sign at the Kenwood School without requirement of a donation or other consideration.  The motion was seconded and passed.
ZONING COMMITTEE: Karen Carney and Sue Durfee, co-chairs:  
The ‘duplex restaurant’, in business since 1998, came to the Board to request support for a ‘full liquor license’ an upgrade from the beer/wine current license.  No requested change in hours, no change in the ratio of food sales to liquor sales, simply a request to support the ‘upgraded’ license.  The license does not transfer with new ownership.  The wine/beer license has been in place for four years.  A motion to approve the following language was made, seconded and passed with one abstention.   

      “At the July 7th, 2009 meeting of the East Isles Residents' Association (EIRA), the Board of Directors voted to recommend approval of the ‘duplex restaurant's’ request for an upgrade to Class E liquor license, an upgrade from their current wine and strong beer license.  The vote was 10 in favor, and one abstention.

 

     Owner Sonja Hayden gave a convincing presentation at the Board Meeting to a large group of neighbors.  Everyone seemed to agree ‘the duplex restaurant and wine bar’ is a good neighbor and an asset to our neighborhood, as well as the City of Minneapolis.”

The New Uptown Diner presented to the Board a request to support a CUP (conditional use permit) to keep their business open 24 hours on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights.  They have been at this location since October 2003 and for seven years have not had this required CUP.  They are now pursuing ASAP.  Neighbors discussed the noise and trespassing that occurred due to the late night/early morning hours of traffic in this parking lot

A motion to approve the following language was made, seconded and passed with one No vote.   

“The East Isles Residents’ Association (EIRA) Board of Directors at its July 7, 2009 meeting voted to recommend approval of the application by the New Uptown Diner for a Conditional Use Permit to allow 24 hour operation on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights.  After hearing from neighbors of the restaurant about their concerns for safety and noise during the late night hours, the board also voted to base this approval on the following conditions:

That in order to mitigate safety and noise concerns, the restaurant owner and managers institute the following:

· Security cameras in the restaurant parking lot;

· Regular security patrols in the parking lot during overnight hours;

· Petition the City to install a no right turn sign at the lot exit on 26th Street, W.;

· Investigate the installation of a fence on the alley side of the parking lot.”

SOCIAL COMMITTEE:  Amy Sanborn   (Call to volunteer:  612/354-2982.)

· August 13th Ice Cream Social – 6pm ~ 9pm  – Triangle Park on Irving.
August 14th = Rain out date for Ice Cream Social
· Volunteers are needed for the Social Committee;  please contact Amy
NRP COMMITTEE: Jerome Ryan, Chair

Jerome is meeting next week to clarify the exact remaining balance available for East Isles Resident's Association (EIRA).

CRIME & SAFETY:
Chelsea Adams from the Police Department’s 5th Precinct presented statistics of recent activity and historical trends.  She provided a list of online contact information and encouraged contact and active use of Block Captains, strongly recommending this Board to select a person to meet and convey this sort of information regularly.  She also suggested meeting with nearby neighborhood associations about crime prevention.  Most important is that we know our neighborhoods, and if we see suspicious things do two things, 
· #1 Call 911 (it’s not a problem)

· #2 Get as much detail as possible

NEXT BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING:

The next EIRA Board of Directors meeting is Tuesday September 1st, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. at Grace Church.    

No Board meeting in August, 2009

With no further business; the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Michael T’Kach, East Isles Resident's Association (EIRA) Board Secretary
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