EAST ISLES RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION

MINUTES FROM THE EIRA BOARD MEETING
June 1, 2010
Grace-Trinity Community Church

Board members present: Rosita Acosta, Ginna Portman Amis, Harvey Ettinger, Shotsie Forsythe, Tina Frontera, Peter Levine, Mark Lofstrom, Rose Matthys, Al Rodriguez, Jane Schommer, Michael T'Kach.

Others present:  Betsy Allis, Michael Cronin, Judy Enenstein, Michael Erlandson, Saleem Karmaliani, Brian Neil, Breanna Patsch, Jerome Ryan, Linda Schutz, Joe Sinnott, Monica Smith, Anita Tabb, Robert Thompson, Meg Tuthill. 

President Mark Lofstrom called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Community Speakers:
		Breanna Patsch, Associate in Council Member Meg Tuthill's Office. 
· CM Tuthill will have a regular lunch meeting for Ward 10 residents the second Tuesday of the month at the 5th Police Precinct community room.  Everyone is invited.  People can bring their own sack lunch.
· There has been an uptick in car break-ins; reminder to remove valuables and to record the serial numbers of valuables to aid in recovery in case they are stolen
· There have been recent reports of door-to-door solicitors who have been verbally aggressive.  If a solicitor comes to your door, you can ask to see a solicitors’ license from the city.  Please call 911 to report any solicitor who does not have a license.
· The Natural Valley Bike Expo will be taking place on June 19, 2010 from 4:30 pm to 9 pm.
· The Uptown market will open on Sunday, June 20, 2010 and run every Sunday until September 26, 2010. The market is located on 29th Street between Lyndale and Dupont Avenues.
· There are growing concerns from residents and neighbors over the use of the alley between Lake of the Isles Parkway and James Avenue for southbound “thru” traffic.  There is consideration to put up signs discouraging such use of the alley. 

		Michael Cronin, Holiday Station on Hennepin Avenue at 25th Street
Mr. Cronin is interested in converting the gas station’s reader board to an electronic sign; needs 2 permits from the city – conditional use and variance; has not applied for anything yet; will keep EIRA apprised of process; contact Council Member Meg Tuthill with questions (612 673-2210).

Anita Tabb, Park and Recreation Board
Lake of the Isles was not included on the milfoil removal list this year; the issue is being revisited to allow for canoe access to Lake Calhoun.

Reports:
		Night Noise: Jane Schommer
Three main issues: noise, crime, littering/garbage; affecting mainly CARAG, LENA, some EIRA.  Decibel assessments of local businesses are being conducted.  Local businesses are willing to cooperate/communicate to mitigate problem.  Proposed ideas include ones to encourage parking in local lots rather than on residential streets; 3 beat cops and some patrol cars currently active, especially at closing time.  Call 911 or 311 to report issues.

		June Membership Mailing
A letter is scheduled to be sent out this month.  Shanti Mittra is preparing it with Amy Sanborn based on last year’s very successful mailing.

		Summer activities: Social Activities representative
Annual EIRA Ice Cream Social is scheduled for Thursday, August 19, with a backup date of Friday, August 20.  A motion to approve dates was made by Rose, seconded by Tina; the motion was approved unanimously.  A motion to approve expenses of $2,000 for the event was made by Tina, seconded by Al; the motion was approved unanimously.

Introduction of Monica Smith, EIRA NRP Consultant

Items discussed:
		Location of future EIRA meetings
Investigate size, cost, parking, etc. with follow-up at July meeting; spaces of interest currently include Lund’s and The Bridge.  NRP funds cannot be used to pay for space.  Linda, Mark, and Tina will look into sites.

		East Isles website and related matters
Meeting is scheduled 6/4 with Kevin Fennell to discuss the East Isles website.  There is a possibility of generic email addresses and an e-newsletter/e-blast to keep residents apprised of events and meetings, etc.

		NRP Steering Committee
Betsy, Nancy (Johnston), Harvey, Judy, and Jerome have agreed to serve; the Steering Committee must be elected by EIRA members, not only Board members.


NRP Brainstorming led by Jerome Ryan
Neighborhood Revitalization Program (NRP) is being phased-out and will reemerge as the Neighborhood and Community Relations Department.  There will be an overlap in the organizations for a time.  NRP funding will not be affected by the change.  NRP/NCR would like to meet with EIRA in the next month. Phase II: $387k is available; 70% must be used for housing, and 30% can be used for other projects.  EIRA’s consultant is working on a survey to establish categories of interest.  Brainstorming of initial ideas occurred.

Other business:
		Secretary position – still searching for candidates

		Zoning Committee – still searching for committee chair

		Possible neighborhood yard sale – planning for 2011

		Tentative neighborhood garden tour - planning for 2011

		Electronic voting – motion by Rose to allow electronic voting to approve minutes, seconded by Tina; the motion was approved unanimously.

		Lehmann Educational Center – Lehmann meeting conflicted with EIRA meeting.  We will contact to schedule a meeting with EIRA; meanwhile, can contact Meg Tuthill or Steve Liss ( 612 668-0543) with questions.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:21 pm.

Reporter, Jane Schommer
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