East Isles Residents Association 




     Board of Directors


Minutes of the Board of Directors

Tuesday September 1st, 2009

7 ~ 9 p.m.

Grace Trinity Church

Our Website is:  

http://eastisles.org

We are updating our email distribution records:  Please help us collect your email address
Everyone is welcome at our neighborhood meetings; you do not have to be a registered “member” to participate.  If you would like to become a member, please send an email to:     Michael.Tkach@gmail.com

 A quorum was present, and the meeting was opened by President Nancy Johnston.

Attending:   Nancy Johnston, Mark Lofstrom, Peter Levine, Michael T’Kach, Rosita Acosta, Rose Matthys, Jerome Ryan, Karen Carney, Harvey Ettinger, Ginna Portman
Guests:  Anita Tabb, Candidate for the Minneapolis Park Board District IV; Robert Thompson, NRP advisor

The minutes of the July 2009 meeting of the East Isle Resident’s Association (EIRA) board of directors had been approved by the Board, online.   
Park Board Commissioner:

Anita Tabb discussed her candidacy for the District 4, Minneapolis Park Board Commissioner seat in the fall elections.  She discussed the scope of authority of the Park Board. Anita is endorsed by the DFL, Labor and Sierra Club.

NRP Representative - Jerome Ryan, Chair:

Robert Thompson, NRP Representative and advisor spoke on the history of NRP money, how it has been used by other neighborhood groups, and methods for planning for Phase Two.  Phase One is now complete with over 95% of the money spent; the remaining few dollars can be rolled into Phase Two.  Jerome Ryan provided a complete accounting of the previous spending.  As Phase Two moves forward a plan will need to be developed for how to use these funds.  First a contract with NRP is required for completion and then a participation agreement with a brief write-up is required.  The first “get acquainted” familiarization meeting will be on September 29th, 7pm, Grace Trinity Church.

Phase One took many years to implement, but Phase Two is expected to move forward much more quickly as neighborhoods have more understanding and experience communicating with their membership.  Historically the NRP process has been completely separate from the city government offices, but now NRP will be merged together into the City of Minneapolis; currently they are still separate.  Robert recommends we get the neighborhood plan in place quickly and begin taking action.  Some neighborhoods have established grants with the money, some have done incentive home-loan programs or home ownership grants.  Jerome Ryan is coordinating this effort for East Isles Resident's Association (EIRA) and is looking for active members to join the NRP Phase Two planning group to establish our goals, objectives and strategies.  Please contact Jerome Ryan to become involved in this process. There are lots of opportunities; see the NRP.org website for details.

Southwest Light Rail Transit Corridor (LRT) - Ross D’Emanuele:
Our East Isles Resident's Association (EIRA) representative Ross D’Emanuele reported that new usage data projections have been published and each of the four route choices (1A, 3A, 3C, 3C-2) have been extensively discussed in terms of cost and feasibility.  The LRT can be linked to a future Midtown Greenway streetcar line (together referred to as the “Network Alignment”).  The 1A and 3A Corridors through Kenilworth will have a lower capital cost than the 3C and 3C-2 route choices along the Midtown Greenway.  The Cost Effectiveness Index is the all-important decider from the Federal perspective because it is a formulaic summary of factors to determine the value of this project.  Costs above $29 CEI are not considered effective.  The 1A Kenilworth Corridor CEI has been calculated at $24~26.   The other proposed routes rose in cost all the way to a CEI of $48.  A public hearing will be held in Hopkins at the Eisenhower Center at 6:30pm on Sept 17th.  Everyone is encouraged to attend this meeting and encourage this project to move forward and obtain the Federal support funding.  Our local city council member, Ralph Remington needs to be encouraged to understand that the 1A Network Alignment route is the only route that meets the Federal criteria and that non-cost effective routes will not be funded, allowing for the possibility that Minnesota will not enjoy this public transit opportunity.  East Isles Resident's Association (EIRA) Board of Directors reemphasized our strong support for the Network Alignment running in the existing Kenilworth Trail.
Zoning Committee – Karen Carney and Sue Durfee, co-chairs:  

The next meeting of this committee will be Sept 23rd.  The zoning committee reported that the appeal of the decision by the Planning Commission to approve the Knox/Lake St. development was not successful: despite the recommendations of all four surrounding neighborhood organizations to deny the 56 foot high apartment building, the Zoning Committee of the Mpls City Council denied the appeal and approved the development.  Council members stated that the Uptown Small Area Plan was only a guideline and that the developer did make some design concessions, including widening the sidewalk along West Lake Street to 18 feet from 15.
The New Uptown Diner was issued a conditional use permit to remain open 24 hours a day on thru/Fri and Saturdays.  They were required to post some signage in their parking lot to remind patrons of the neighborhood setting, to build a fence along the alley, and to patrol the parking lot to prevent noise.
The Duplex Restaurant received a liquor permit, an up-grade from the Beer/Wine permit they previously held.  The owners wrote a letter expressing their thanks to the East Isles Resident's Association (EIRA) Board for its support.
Crime & Safety Committee – OPEN:

Mark Lofstrom announced a NPP/Burglary Prevention meeting will be conducted by Chelsea Adams and a representative of the police force on October 20th at Temple Israel, 2324 Emerson Av, S, Joseph Room, from 6 ~ 9 pm.  All are welcome and encouraged to attend. The message will be that we are the key to crime prevention - we know our neighborhoods, and if we see suspicious activity we can do two things: 

#1 
Call 911 (it’s not a problem)

#2 
Get as much detail as possible

Membership – Michael T’Kach, Amy Sanborn & Peter Levine co-chairs:

Treasurer Peter Levine reported that the recent mailing to the East Isles residents provided 41 new members and 73 renewals.  $1755 in membership dues was collected; $975 in donations was collected and the total cost of conducting the mailing was $860, for a net deposit of $1870.  Thank you so much to all of our residents and members who participated.  Information is always available at our website eastisles.org and annual memberships/renewals are always welcomed – please send $15 to our post office box, using the form on our website.

Social Committee - Amy Sanborn:

EIRA participated in the Uptown Art Fair in early August by staffing a soda pop booth all weekend.  35 volunteers participated, and EIRA will be receiving 10% of total sales, about $500.   
The EIRA Ice Cream Social on August 13th was a big success, with ice cream, cookies, face painting, a petting zoo, and inflatable jumpers. Thank you to Isles Bun and Coffee for cookies, Kowalski’s for the ice cream, and Domain Architecture and Lake Area Realty for the postcard notices and postage. The social committee would like to thank Linda Schutz and our neighborhood business supporters who provided gifts for us to raffle at our Ice Cream Social event.  The Uptown Diner, Papa John’s Pizza, Blockbuster Video, Barbette’s Restaurant, Starbucks Coffee Co., Amore Victoria Ristorante, Namaste Café, The UPS store and The Duplex Restaurant.  Please help us in thanking these supportive local businesses!

Palio will be held the first weekend in October, a five neighborhood event and fundraiser.  Each neighborhood has a parade to Kenwood Park, where there is music, food and games.

NEXT BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING:

The next EIRA Board of Directors meeting is Tuesday October 6th, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. at Grace Church.    

With no further business; the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Michael T’Kach, Board Secretary
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