Minutes of the East Isles Residents Association Board of Directors

March 2, 2010 
Grace-Trinity Community Church

Our Website is:  

http://eastisles.org.

We are updating our e-mail distribution records.

Please help us collect your e-mail address

Everyone is welcome at our neighborhood meetings; you do not have to be a registered “member” to participate.  If you would like to join and become a member, please send an email to: Johnston.Nancy06@gmail.com

Board members present were: Nancy Johnston, President, Mark Lofstrom, Vice President, Rosita Acosta, Ginna Portman Amis, Karen Carney, Sue Durfee, Harvey Ettinger, Jerome Ryan, and alternates Helen Ackerman and Jane Schommer.

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.

The minutes of the East Isles Residents Association (EIRA) board of directors meeting of February 9, 2010, were circulated and approved online.

Comments were made about the motion to move money from NRP’s Phase I to Phase II. Residents will be notified of the motion in advance of the April annual meeting. A forthcoming announcement will be made about a hazardous waste pick-up scheduled later this year in the area for East Isles and several other neighborhoods.

District 4 Parks and Recreation Board Presentation

Recently elected District 4 Park and Recreation Board (the Board) Commissioner Anita Tabb made an appearance at this meeting. She reported that since she joined the Board it has held six meetings, three per month. (1) Emerald ash borer has been found on the east side of Minneapolis. Up to 20% of the urban forest consists of ash trees vulnerable to the pests. To slow the advance, hopefully to several years, a quarantine on moving wood has been put in place and many potentially vulnerable trees will be removed. Residents may see blue kite-like tests in trees. If residents discover that a tree in their yard or on a nearby boulevard has been infected, please notify the Forestry Department of the Board or call the general switchboard for the Board: (612) 230-6300. (2) Local government awards from the state are, again, in limbo. On top of last year’s decrease in the Board’s budget of $2.5 million, this could result in an additional loss to the Board of $3.5 million. The total two-year loss would be about 10 to 12 percent of the Board’s budget. Losses may be partially offset by additional funds from elsewhere. (3) The parking lot on the south side of Lake Calhoun is being reworked. Plans are to leave some grass for overflow parking and that the parking lot will incorporate pavers. The Lakes District Council and other entities are involved, and a CAC (Citizens Advisory Council) will be formed in connection with the entire Lake Calhoun project. (4) The Board is looking at ways this season to redirect cars and mitigate traffic issues associated with the very popular sailing school. (5) The Board is considering ideas to establish a new park downtown as a next and appropriate step given the growing population living downtown. (6) A downtown “tot lot” may be established this summer and fall near the river. (7) The Board is aware that the Parade area road is a “disaster” and that the area’s baseball field is in need of repair and maintenance. Also known is that the Byrn Mawr playing fields need attention. Six fields will be refurbished this year using the ballpark tax. (8) A pedestrian causeway is planned between Brownie and Cedar Lakes. (9) Wirth Park will receive regional park development funds and is slated for improvement. A spectacular cross country skiing destination, the park will also feature volleyball courts and a circular dock in an effort to bring more people to the park and to remove some of the congestion on the recreational areas associated with the Chain of Lakes. Appointment of a CAC will be the next phase of this project. Appointments to the CAC will be made in the next four to six weeks.

Meeting attendee and neighborhood resident Linda Schutz asked about plans for the Joanne Levin Triangle Park. Commissioner Tabb, reporting that this had been inadvertently omitted from her report before EIRA, noted that “thorough community engagement process will be employed” and that neighborhood input would be sought, including from nearby neighbors, those using the park with young children, and interested residents. Another question from an EIRA board member had to do with the timetable for the Triangle Park project. The refurbishing of the park is slated for 2011. As long as the process is going smoothly, Tabb anticipates she will not be involved in the process; a staff person from the Board will facilitate meetings. Tabb can be reached by e-mail at her address on the Board web site or at anita@robtabb.com (to which her Board e-mail is forwarded).

Ward 10 City Council Presentation 

Ward 10 Council Member Med Tuthill also attended the meeting. (1) She reported that it is hoped that the “parking ban” put in place this winter (and still in place on the date of the meeting) after 9 years will be lifted soon. (2) Rezoning of parcels along the Midtown Greenway is almost complete. She thanked her aide Leslie for her copious work on the project and Council Member Gary Schiff, who helped slow down the process. (3) She spoke about the (then) forthcoming vote on reconfirmation of Police Chief Dolan. (4) With a $29 million cut to the City of Minneapolis, Tuthill warned that an escalation of property taxes is inevitable. There will also be major cuts downtown, she warned. Tuthill spoke about some areas where budget savings could be realized, specifying an infrequently claimed transportation allowance from Council Members. (5) She also spoke a bit about the new “social host” ordinance recently passed by the city. The state has not addressed this issue, but several communities adjacent to Minneapolis have. Students from local colleges voiced concerns about the ordinance, noting the potentially deleterious effects (of having been an incident of underage drinking on their record) on students when later applying to graduate school or for post-college employment. The ordinance provides that if someone so tagged has no other record for the next year, the infraction would be eliminated from his or her public record. (6) Tuthill detailed her recent vote to eliminate four of 10 artist fountain projects from a project for which a RFP was presented in 2007. The four fountains eliminated (two at the recommendation of the Arts Commission and two upon recommendation by Council Member Tuthill) were for budget reasons and because none of the eliminated projects had been started. While one fountain has been installed and another is ready to be, savings from the remaining four fountains in process would only amount to a few thousand dollars total. Each fountain has a budget of about $50,000. (7) The Uptown Association recently received funds to improve facades along Hennepin Avenue. (8) Calhoun Square has applied for a variance to allow more signage space to its tenants. (9) One of the main sewer lines goes through East Isles. There are plans to “branch” the line. This should alleviate recent concerns and back-ups. Root growth affecting sewer lines has been a concern in the neighborhood as well, though there are accompanying concerns related to gas lines that run through the sewers and, in winter, freezing. Tuthill is on the Ways and Means Committee, the Zoning and Planning Committee, and the Public Safety Committee. Like all Council Members, she is also on the Elections Committee. Tuthill can be reached by phone at her office 9 to 5 o’clock every weekday or by e-mail.

Zoning Committee
Karen Carney and Sue Durfee presented a brief report of the Zoning Committee. Architect Representative Ed Burmeister is meeting with the town-home association (on Humboldt Avenue behind the YWCA) about his concept for the new Walker Library in a mixed-use building over the Midtown Greenway. The meeting will be at Bruce Neil’s house on March 9. Mark Lofstrom noted that the CARAG, ECCO, and LEHNA boards have been reported to have declined to meet with the gentleman at least until an RFP for the new library has been issued.

Sue spoke briefly about the proposed demolition of the house at 2841 East Lake of the Isles Parkway. The EIRA Zoning Committee had toured the house the Saturday before the meeting and agreed that renovation of the site was cost-prohibitive. Sue introduced Saleem Karmaliani, the current owner of the house, who made a presentation about the proposed demolition decision after a second opinion showed the potential renovation cost would be $350-$400 per square foot, identical to the prior estimate, and showed that issues in the existing house include mold and structural damage to the foundation. Though the house is in an historic district, it itself has not been designated of notable historic value. Plans for the newly constructed house presented in a front elevation drawing show a similar profile to the existing house. The footprint of the new home will be slightly larger through expansion afforded at the side and rear of the house. (The size of the house, not counting the basement and space allowed in the attic if it is less than half the square footage of the floor underneath, will increase from about 2,000 square feet on a 5,000 square-foot lot to about 2,500 square feet.) The new home will be slightly repositioned on the site, affording a better view of the lake for the house behind 2841 East Lake of the Isles Parkway and from the neighbor’s kitchen. Setbacks will be six feet from property lines on the sides and 25 feet from the front. Karmaliani is applying for a demolition permit soon, and the application will come up for public hearing in April. He plans to get a demolition plan from his contractor and to meet with immediate neighbors about the demolition plan. Jerome Ryan advised that in such situations potentially affected neighbors may want to collectively hire a consultant who can appraise the “before” conditions of their properties. Karmaliani said he would be interested in this process, and would request his contractor make similar assessments prior to commencing work on the site. Karmaliani noted that he hopes the demolition will start in April and that the new construction will be completed within six or seven months so his family can move into the new home before next winter.

A motion was made, seconded, and passed without opposition and with one abstention that EIRA would support the demolition application contingent upon approval of the demolition plan by potentially affected neighbors, several of whom attended the meeting. Nancy Johnston agreed to write the letter of support from EIRA. Karmaliani noted that he would set up a meeting with the potentially affected neighbors soon. Karmaliani was thanked for his forthrightness and for talking with EIRA throughout this process and the care he has taken to consider how his project may affect the neighborhood.

Walker Community Library
Mark Lofstrom and Harvey Ettinger attended a recent community meeting sponsored by Hennepin County (the County) about the new Walker Community Library. Mark reported on the meeting, at which, in response to a question posed by Harvey near the end of the meeting, it was disclosed that current plans are to build the new library on the site of the existing library. (At a prior meeting about the library, the community audience was told that the County was not ready to issue a RFP for the project and that the County would remain open to ideas about other sites. Now the project seems to be moving ahead very quickly.) Mark and Harvey also reported that at the recent meeting appointments of four individuals to a subcommittee of the CAC to recommend an architect were announced. None of the four have been active with EIRA, and it was not known whether any of the appointees reside in East Isles. Concern was voiced that EIRA, in whose territory the library currently is located and where it is likely its replacement will be located, should have a representative on the CAC. An e-mail will be sent from the City to the County about this matter.

Other Business
EIRA’s annual neighborhood meeting will be held at Grace-Trinity Community Church on Tuesday, April 6. Chairs from the various EIRA committees will present reports, a vote will be taken on proposed bylaw changes to allow up to four one-year consecutive terms (as opposed to the current three-years limit), a vote will be taken on the motion to move remaining NRP funds from Phase I to Phase II and to hire a staff member for about 10 hours per week to manage NRP funds and processes (potentially someone with prior or concurrent responsibilities and familiarity with NRP), and new members of the board of directors and officers for EIRA will be elected. Three current members of the board of directors—Nancy Johnston, Karen Carney, and Jerome Ryan—are slated to step down. One EIRA board of directors alternate has agreed to become a board member. The Nominating Committee is seeking to identify candidates for the two remaining vacant spots on the board and the empty alternate position. The committee also hopes to complete the slate of proposed officers, as the secretary and president positions currently will become vacant. If you (or someone you know and can encourage to serve) both reside in the neighborhood and are interested in being on the EIRA board of directors, please contact Nancy Johnston at Johnston.Nancy06@gmail.com.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:46 p.m.

Next Meetings
EIRA’s annual members’ meeting will be Tuesday, April 6, 2010, at Grace-Trinity Community Church beginning at 7 p.m. The next EIRA board of directors meeting will be Tuesday, May 4, 2010, at Grace-Trinity Community Church beginning at 7 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Mark Lofstrom, Vice President

