EAST ISLES RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION

MINUTES FROM THE EIRA BOARD MEETING

MAY 4, 2010

Grace-Trinity Community Church

Board members present: Jane Schommer, Michael T'Kach, Mark Lofstrom, Rosita Acosta, Peter Levine, Al Rodriguez, Harvey Ettinger; alternate Helen Ackerman

Others present: Dylan Thomas, (Southwest Journal), Linda Schutz, Anthony Waldera, Kristi Pearson, Breanna Patsch

President Mark Lofstrom called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Guest Speakers:


Kristi Pearson, spoke on behalf of the Kenwood Environmental Improvement Project (KEIP). The project was conceived to address several problems at the area along the south end of the Kenwood School playground from the corner of Penn Avenue South and West 21st Street to the south building entrance. Phase One of this project was completed September 2009.  A second phase has been developed to complete the transformation of the school grounds, with a target for completion of Phase 2 by September 2010.  The scope of this work was explained and an appeal made to the Board for funds for the project.  Because EIRA has not developed its NRP plan, a donation from those funds is not possible at this time.  Kristi will contact the NRP Steering Committee in the next few months.  No decision about funds for the project was made at this time.


Breanna Patsch, Associate in Council Member Meg Tuthill's Office. 

· CM Tuthill will have a regular lunch meeting for Ward 10 residents the second Tuesday of the month at the 5th Police Precinct community room.  Everyone is invited.  People can bring their own sack lunch.

· Sidewalk repairs are underway from now until August or September.  Sidewalk replacement is indicated by white dots on the sidewalk.  People are asked to phone 311 or CM Tuthill's office if they are aware of sidewalks that need to be replaced.  People are also asked to phone if they know of potholes in city streets that need repair.

· The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board is asking that ash trees not be pruned from now until after Labor Day because pruning could spread the ash borer beetle.

· CM Tuthill has organized a meeting to address late night noise from restaurants and clubs with outdoor and roof top seating in Uptown.  It will be Wednesday May 12th, 6-7 PM at Joyce Methodist Church, 31st St reetand Fremont Avenue South.   If you want to attend or have concerns you want addressed, call Leslie Foreman, Aide to CM Tuthill, at 612-673-2210.

EIRA Treasurer's Report, Peter Levine Treasurer


Peter reported that there is little change in EIRA (East Isles Residents’ Association) funds since last month.  A $500 donation was made to Grace Church for use of their meeting rooms, and the EIRA P.O. Box at the UPS store was renewed for one year for $264.


Peter and President Lofstrom are checking on the status of EIRA's Directors' and Liability Insurance as NRP (Neighborhood Revitalization Program) has recommended a changed in insurance carriers.

Committee Reports:


Zoning Committee:



 Nancy Johnston reported that the application for demolition of the house at 2841 East Lake of the Isles Parkway was approved by the Heritage Preservation Commission this afternoon by unanimous vote.  The next step is the Minneapolis Planning Office’s staff review of the demolition and new construction plans. 



There was also discussion of a meeting of neighbors to consider a garden in the empty lot, owned by Anthony Waldera, at 26th Street and Lake Place.  It has not gone forward at this time due to objections by some neighbors.  Mr. Waldera is willing to consider other proposals by neighbors for use of the lot; people with ideas can call him.  (Contact Mark Lofstrom for Anthony’s cell phone number if you would like to be in touch with Mr. Waldera and were not at the meeting.)


NRP  Committee:



President Lofstrom is in the process of preparing a slate of people to serve on the steering committee, which will require EIRA member approval. 



 An applicant was interviewed last week to fill the position of NRP consultant.  After discussion, a motion was made by Peter Levine, seconded by Michael T'Kach, to hire the candidate at a maximum hourly rate for 10 hours a week until the project is completed or the Board ends the contract.  The motion passed unanimously.  Nancy Johnston and Jerome Ryan have both sent messages to our NRP representative to ask if it is possible to offer a salary above the advertised maximum of $18/hour at this time but have not heard back from NRP; discussion of the EIRA board resolved that the offer should probably be made at $18/hour with evaluation in two months to consider a higher rate.


Membership Campaign: 



Shanti Mittra, Membership Chair (not present) had meet with Peter Levine and others
and plans to repeat the mailing (in June) to members and neighbors in the same way it was done last year for membership dues.  She is also working on getting block captains involved.

Other Business:


The Winetasting Event may not take place this summer, although people are working on possibly scheduling a similar event in September.  EIRA and other neighborhoods have received considerable funds from selling tickets to the event in past years.


Board Rotation Schedule: President Lofstrom is preparing a chart of the terms of Board members that will reflect the change in the By-Laws from a maximum of 3 yearlong consecutive to a maximum of 4 yearlong consecutive terms. He will be contacting Board members about their preferences.


Conflict of Interest Forms: Board members are reminded that these forms need to be signed every year. Mark will send the forms to people to sign.


Vice President position:  There was discussion of the Board position for Vice President of the Board, which is not yet filled.  Two EIRA board members have volunteered: Jane Schommer and Al Rodriguez.  After discussion of their interests, Al proposed that he chair the Crime and Safety Committee and drop out of the vice president slate.  A motion was made by Peter Levine, seconded by Al Rodriguez, to elect Jane Schommer as Vice President.  The motion passed unanimously.


President Lofstrom also asked people to consider volunteering to chair the Zoning Committee and Traffic Committee, and to be Secretary of the Board.


President Lofstrom discussed a possible neighborhood yard sale during the Uptown Art Fair as a fundraiser for EIRA.  He will contact other neighborhoods that have done this.  No decision was made at this time.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

Reporter,

Nancy Johnston
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