East Isles Residents’ Association (EIRA)
Minutes from the Members Semi-Annual Meeting
October 5, 2010
Grace-Trinity Community Church

22 East Isles residents plus guests attended the meeting.

The meeting was called to order at 7:15 pm. by EIRA President Mark Lofstrom.

Announcements
Mark made the following announcements:
· The next meeting of the EIRA Board will be held on Tuesday, November 9th, one week later than the usual meeting date due to elections being held on November 2nd. The focus of the meeting will be the Midtown Greenway, including the proposed removal of the stop signs for trail users at James, Irving and Humboldt Avenues. Representatives from the Midtown Greenway Coalition will be present. Hennepin County Commissioner Peter McLaughlin will be invited to attend.  EIRA’s liaison to the Greenway Coalition Michael T’Kach will be a featured speaker.
· The Wine Tasting fundraiser will be held Wednesday, October 20 from 6 to 9 p.m. at Calhoun Square. The neighborhood will keep 100% of the proceeds from advance ticket sales by EIRA (and one-quarter of proceeds from tickets sold at the door). EIRA board members are selling tickets.  
· Mark announced two changes in EIRA leadership. Peter Levine has resigned as EIRA treasurer and Al Rodriguez has been elected the new treasurer. Saleem Karmaliani will be taking over the Membership duties from Shanti Mittra. Mark thanked Peter and Shanti for their service.

Chelsea Adams, Crime Prevention Specialist with Minneapolis Police Department
Chelsea invited residents to attend the Lakes Area Crime and Safety meetings on the second Thursday of every month beginning Thursday, October 14th, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Lunds, 1450 West Lake Street (community conference room). The purpose of the meeting is to provide residents with accurate and up-to-date information about crime activity in the lakes area as well as safety and crime prevention. For more information or to be added to the Crime and Safety mailing list, send an email to lakes.area.safety@gmail.com.

Block leader training will be held on Monday, October 25, 6:30-8 p.m., at the 5th Precinct, 3101 Nicollet Avenue South.

Crime statistics are up slightly from this time last year. Burglary is down, but theft is up (including a big increase in bicycle theft). Chelsea reminded all to keep personal information safe and to report identity theft immediately. 

On September 29th, a suspect entered an unlocked home on the 2800 block of Irving Avenue. The resident was home at the time, and the suspect stole her purse. The suspect was caught by police and is in jail on $100,000 bail. Her trial begins October 25th, Residents are encouraged to file a Community Impact Statement that will be presented to the judge prior to sentencing. The statement can be e-mailed to Chelsea Adams.

Chelsea reminded all to keep doors locked and to call 911 if any suspicious activity is seen. She also recommends completing a home inventory form and purchasing laptop security software. The software helps track a lost or stolen laptop.

Anita Tabb, IV District Commissioner, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
Anita reported that the Park Board has done some restructuring including layoff of staff for the first time in its history. The Park Board is in the process of hiring a new superintendent. Interviews with candidates will be held on October 6th, and the decision is expected the following week.

The Park Board is working on the budget. They are planning capital improvements and partnering with the Met Council and the City to repair parkways. The street near Parade Stadium is scheduled for repaving. 

Milfoil was harvested at Lake of the Isles this summer and is planned for next summer as well. 

A Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) is being formed for the Southwest Transitway to help ensure that park amenities will be protected during the construction of the project.

Joanne Levin Triangle Park is scheduled for updating in 2011. The community will have an opportunity to offer input on the park design.

The Park Board has announced a design competition for new parkland property that it purchased on the northeast side of the Mississippi River.

Meg Tuthill, Ward 10 Councilmember, City of Minneapolis
The Lake and Knox developers have applied for a wrecking permit for five properties: 1716, 1720, 1724, and 1728 West Lake Street and 2915 Knox Avenue. 

The Mosaic project for Lagoon and Hennepin Avenues was awarded $11 million in tax-exempt bonds for a six-floor parking ramp. To receive the bonds, the developer needs to secure financing for 1st floor retail space by year’s end.

There will be a public comment period regarding the City budget during the City Council’s meeting with the Board of Estimate and Taxation on November 18, beginning at 6:05 p.m. in Room 317 City Hall. 

Meg also wanted to remind people to send her an e-mail (Meg.Tuthill@ci.minneapolis.mn.us) with ideas about three things you think the City could cut from the budget and three things you believe are essential. 

If you would like to sign up to receive Meg’s e-newsletter, please send her an e-mail request.

Lunch with Meg is held on the second Tuesday each month.  The next meeting is October 12, 12-1 p.m. at the 5th Precinct, 3101 Nicollet Avenue South.

A permit for a privately owned sculpture placed on City property at James Avenue and East Lake of the Isles Parkway has been denied. An appeal has been filed. Meg is accepting public testimony about the sculpture. Please contact Meg’s office.

Storm sewer flooding has been a problem in some areas of East Isles. Meg is asking the community for photos of any flooding to document the problem. 

Meg thanked East Isles for organizing the Palio festival. 

ERIA Membership report
Peter Levine announced that the 2010 EIRA membership campaign has been very successful. 2,100 membership letters were mailed to residents of East Isles. 133 people responded (24 new members, 109 renewing members) for a 6.3% response rate. The campaign generated $3,121 (including about $1,000 in donations). Membership dues are $15 per year.

Treasurer’s report
Al Rodriguez presented the treasurer’s report. As of October 1st, EIRA’s checking account balance was $2,632.05 plus an additional $10,034.32 in savings and CD. The balance of the NRP account is $2,641.40. EIRA had $300 in expenses since the last report for Palio. NRP expenses since the last report totaled $3,284.62. NRP expenses included Hill and Lake Press advertising, printing of the NRP Phase II survey and Monica Smith’s wages and expenses.

Al thanked Peter Levine for his service as EIRA treasurer, for a job well done and for a very smooth hand-off of duties and accounts.

Walker Library report, Christina Melloh, EIRA liaison to Walker Library Community Advisory Committee (CAC)
Christina Melloh announced that Vincent James Associates has been selected as the architect for the new Walker Library. The contract is currently being negotiated. The library will be built on the site of the existing library and will have underground parking. 

Background information: Christina is a member of the Community Advisory Committee (CAC). The CAC held several public meetings in the past year to develop a vision for the new library. The CAC presented its vision to the Hennepin County Design Selection Committee. 

There will be more opportunities for community discussion as the design for the library progresses.

Christina also announced the formation of a Friends of Walker Library group. They have had two meetings to date. The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 19, 6:30 p.m. at Walker Library. The Friends will be holding a book sale fundraiser on Saturday, November 20 at Walker Library. Book donations are being accepted at the library (please bring book donations in a bag or box).

Vote on NRP Phase II Steering Committee
The following people were unanimously approved to serve on the NRP Phase II Steering Committee:
Jerome Ryan, Betsy Allis, Judy Enenstein, Harvey Ettinger, and Nancy Johnston.

NRP Update, Monica Smith, East Isles NRP Coordinator
Monica gave a brief review of NRP, the process and East Isles’ NRP Phase I funding. The Steering Committee has been working on an ad hoc basis to begin the Phase II process. The committee has been soliciting ideas from residents at social events in the neighborhood including at National Night Out, the ice cream social and Palio. Betsy Allis and Judy Enenstein helped draft a survey that was mailed to all East Isles neighbors seeking feedback for Phase II funding. The surveys were mailed at the end of September. All residents are encouraged to complete the brief survey today. The survey can be completed either on-line or by returning the postage-paid mailer. 

If you are interested in serving on the Steering Committee or a subcommittee, please contact Monica Smith at nrp@eastisles.com.

The next steps for the Steering Committee will be to review survey results, which will be processed by the NRP office, and begin working on the Phase II Action Plan. 

Report on EIRA Activities since April 2010
Mark Lofstrom announced the following changes to the EIRA Board: Jane Shommer, Vice President: Tina Frontera, Secretary; and Al Rodriguez, Treasurer. Additionally, Saleem Karmaliani has taken over membership functions.

Mark thanked Peter for his excellent service as Treasurer.

Mark also acknowledged Amy Sanborn for doing a great job chairing the social committee. Amy has been busy with all the neighborhood events including the ice skating party, pop booth at Uptown Art Fair, the ice cream social and Palio.

Wine Tasting Fundraiser
Amy Sanborn is waiting to hear details on how many volunteers East Isles will need to provide for the Wine Tasting Fundraiser. Please let Amy know if you are interested in volunteering. (Volunteers receive free admittance to the event!)


East Isles Website
Mark is working on updating the East Isles website (www.eastisles.org) to make it more accessible and to keep the information current.

Zoning and Land Use Committee
This committee is holding quarterly meetings plus special meeting as the need arises.
They are monitoring the following projects in East Isles:
· Warren residence addition (2844 Irving Avenue)
· Sculpture at James Avenue and East Lake of the Isles Parkway
· Lake and Knox development
· Stop sign changes to Midtown Greenway

Community Energy Services
East Isles is considering partnering with Center for Energy and Environment (CEE) on a community-based energy saving program. The program includes an energy workshop for residents, followed by energy inspection in participating homes (similar to home energy audits). More information will be presented to the EIRA Board at the November meeting.

Participation, Mark learned at a recent mandatory presentation for new partners of CEE, will not only allow East Isles property owners to participate in the current program but will make EIRA eligible to obtain details about and participate in CEE future programs.

Neighborhood & Community Relations
Neighborhood & Community Relations (NCR) is a new department of the City. NCR has drafted a proposed program to provide funding to neighborhood organizations as NRP is being phased out. The funding allocations are being developed. Allocations according to the proposed formula appear to be weighted to provide more dollars to neighborhood with larger populations, lower income levels, and higher crime and foreclosure rates.   Written comments on the proposed program are due October 11th.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m.
Submitted by: Monica Smith, Recorder and Tina Frontera, Secretary
